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Kat Country 103 received the news of its 

nomination for the Country Music Associa-
tion’s award through a telephone call from 
country sensation Taylor Swift. Kat Country 
103 was the first to interview Swift when she 
broke into the country music business. 

Beyond providing music to its listeners, Kat 
Country 103 also strives to give back to the 
community and to those in need. Every year, 
it works with the Make-A-Wish Foundation by 
holding a telethon to raise money for the orga-
nization. It’s hosted several charity concerts to 
support St. Jude’s Children’s Cancer Re-
search Hospital and even collected donations 
of thirty-six million pennies for the hospital. In 
addition, every year at Christmastime it partici-
pates in the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation 
drive, collecting toys and gifts for disadvan-
taged children in the community. The station 
also supports the Second Harvest Food Bank, 
the American Cancer Society, and countless 
other organizations. It also recognizes and 
thanks its dedicated listeners by throwing an 
annual Listener Appreciation Concert. To 
show its sincere appreciation of support, the 
station invites nearly 20,000 listeners to attend 
an all-day concert, absolutely free. It has had 
such performers as Toby Keith, Taylor Swift, 
Blake Shelton, The Band Perry and countless 
others. This year it will welcome Montgomery 
Gentry as their opening act. 

Please join me in congratulating Kat Coun-
try 103 and its staff on the recognition of their 
Country Music Association and Academy of 
Country Music Awards. They are a very de-
serving country music radio station and I am 
proud to have served them in the 18th Cali-
fornia Congressional District. 
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HONORING MR. THOMAS W. LUCE 
III 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to recognize and honor a great Texan, Mr. 
Thomas W. Luce III, for his years of leader-
ship and contributions to improving our public 
schools, strengthening higher education and 
supporting business and economic growth. 

Mr. Luce was a founding and managing 
partner of the law firm of Hughes and Luce, 
LLP until his retirement from the firm in 1997. 
In addition to his active law practice, Mr. Luce 
has served on the boards or as guest lecturer 
at a number of schools of higher education, in-
cluding the Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard, the LBJ School of Public Affairs at 
The University of Texas at Austin, and South-
ern Methodist University. 

Mr. Luce also has been appointed five times 
to major posts by Texas governors, including 
Chief Justice pro tempore of the Texas Su-
preme Court. He is perhaps best known for 
his role as the Chief of Staff of the Texas Se-
lect Committee of Public Education, which pro-
duced one of the first major reform efforts 
among public schools in 1984. 

Mr. Luce served on the Dell Inc. Board of 
Directors from 1991 to 2005, until he was ap-
pointed United States Assistant Secretary of 
Education for Planning, Evaluation and Policy 
Development by President George W. Bush. 
He then served as Chief Executive Officer of 

the National Math and Science Initiative, Inc. 
from 2007 to 2011. 

In addition, following his resignation from 
the Department of Education, Mr. Luce re-
joined the board of Dell Inc. He is the longest 
serving outside board member of this Texas- 
based company and will leave the board when 
his term ends on July 13, 2012. 

During his time on the Dell Board of Direc-
tors, Mr. Luce served on all four board com-
mittees and oversaw a period of rapid growth 
for Dell, a great American success story. In 
1991, Dell reported $890 million of revenue 
and debuted on the Fortune 500 rankings the 
following year. Today, Dell is a $62 billion 
company and ranked No. 41 on the Fortune 
500 list. 

Michael Dell, founder, chairman and CEO of 
Dell, said, ‘‘Tom is a great friend and trusted 
advisor to us all here at Dell, and it’s been a 
true privilege to know him and benefit from his 
wise counsel for so many years. During his 
long service as a member of the Dell Board, 
Tom has contributed to our success in count-
less ways and has helped shape the strate-
gies that have allowed us to develop and de-
liver the very best in technology solutions to 
our customers. On behalf of the global Dell 
team and my fellow Board members, it is my 
distinct honor to thank Tom for his commit-
ment to our country and to Dell, and to wish 
him the very best in everything the future 
holds.’’ 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Mr. Luce and thanking him for his service to 
our country and his business leadership. We 
wish him the best in his future endeavors. 
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TAIWAN PRESIDENT MA YING- 
JEOU’S SECOND INAUGURATION 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 14th, 2012, Taiwan President Ma 
Ying-jeou successfully won reelection and will 
be inaugurated for a second term on Sunday, 
May 20th. The day will be one of a celebration 
of democracy, however, like every day in Tai-
wan, it is one clouded by the ever-present, po-
tential danger lurking a mere 100 miles to its 
west. The People’s Republic of China and its 
more than 1,400 missiles will continue to tar-
get Taiwan. While Taipei and Beijing have 
made strides in terms of trade, investment, 
travel and tourism, as well as political strides 
via the repatriation of fugitives; the govern-
ment of mainland China still espouses its be-
lief in a right to take Taiwan by force. History 
is riddled with such fateful attempts in this 
conflict such as Mao Zedong’s bombings of 
Taipei-administered islands Kinmen and Matsu 
in the 1950s. 

In contrast to Taiwan’s culture of democ-
racy, mainland China’s political culture is a 
closed one. The leadership and its central 
planners listen to few, the least of which in-
clude its own people. There is little nuance, 
dialogue or meaningful negotiation unless 
backed by the threat of brute force. The gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China ex-
tends its intimidation tactics beyond its borders 
and against its regional neighbors, nations like 
Vietnam, the Philippines and others who lay at 

least some seafaring claim to the waters of 
the South China Sea. 

We cannot let stand such intimidation and 
let Taiwan suffer the same fate. It is in our na-
tional strategic interest and in that of Taiwan’s 
for us to continue our providing our steadfast 
support and in supplying Taiwan with defen-
sive capabilities as under our obligations in 
the Taiwan Relations Act. Being sufficiently 
armed and defensively capable is sadly the 
only way that Taipei can interact with Beijing 
on what can at least pass for a perceived po-
sition of strength. The United States of Amer-
ica and the American people must continue to 
have the guts and vision to step forth and pro-
vide our democratic friend and ally access to 
the tools it needs to defend itself and free way 
of life. 

Yet, while we must acknowledge the real 
concerns, the ever-looming storm on the hori-
zon in this conflict, we must also take note of 
the successes of democracy. Taiwan con-
tinues to hold free and fair elections and we 
will do our part in supporting such continued 
success. So, on this day, please join me in 
congratulating President Ma on his inaugura-
tion. But even in celebration, we will not fall 
complacent; we will continue to urge our gov-
ernment to continue providing our support of 
Taiwan and our commitment in providing ac-
cess to the defensive tools it needs to safe-
guard its democracy. 

f 

HONORING DR. SANDRA 
KURTINITIS 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
before you today to recognize Dr. Sandra 
Kurtinitis, president of the Community College 
of Baltimore County, who was recently named 
the 2012 ‘‘Humanitarian of the Year’’ by the 
Optimist Club of Dundalk. 

This prestigious honor is reserved for indi-
viduals who serve the Dundalk-Edgemere 
community. As president of the Community 
College of Baltimore County for the past 
seven years, Dr. Kurtinitis leads the largest 
provider of higher education in the Baltimore 
region and is credited with establishing a lean-
er executive structure that prioritizes the class-
room. 

Throughout her tenure at the Community 
College of Baltimore County, Dr. Kurtinitis has 
gone above and beyond the call of duty to re-
connect the once fledgling Dundalk campus 
with the community. As a result of Dr. 
Kurtinitis’ efforts, enrollment at the Dundalk 
campus is thriving, having doubled from 2,500 
students in 2005 to 5,000 students today. 

Shortly after her arrival, Dr. Kurtinitis worked 
to place several of the college’s signature pro-
grams on the Dundalk Campus in order to at-
tract new students. Under her direction, the 
school constructed a new building to house a 
new program for dental hygienists and dental 
assistants. In an effort to integrate the school 
with the surrounding community, the facility is 
open to the public and will offer low-cost pre-
ventive dental work to more than 2,000 resi-
dents each year. 

In addition, Dr. Kurtinitis has overseen a $6 
million renovation of the campus cafeteria and 
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library. She also boosted the college’s pres-
ence at community meetings and events, 
working closely with the Dundalk Renaissance 
Corporation and the Dundalk Chamber of 
Commerce. The college has begun entering a 
float in the annual Dundalk Independence Day 
parade, winning awards for the past three con-
secutive years. 

A self-described ‘‘servant leader,’’ Dr. 
Kurtinitis is an experienced and respected ed-
ucator, administrator and author. Before re-
turning to Maryland, she served as president 
of Quinsigamond Community College in Mas-
sachusetts and, prior, taught English at Prince 
George’s Community College for 22 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Dr. Sandra Kurtinitis. Her dedi-
cation to quality education for all students is 
an inspiration. It is with great admiration and 
appreciation that I congratulate Dr. Kurtinitis 
on her well-deserved recognition and wish her 
many more years of success. 
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RECOGNITION OF FIFTY-EIGHT 
SOUTH JERSEY HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS FOR ENLISTING IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMED SERV-
ICES 

HON. JON RUNYAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. RUNYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of 58 high school seniors in South 
Jersey for their admirable decision to enlist in 
the United States Armed Forces. Of these 48 
seniors, 13 have joined the Marine Corps; 
their names are Dominigo Parson, Kyle 
Hohwald, Angel Gomez, Andrew Galiano, 
Blasé Salvatore, Cody Quick, Joshua Molinas, 
Jacob Presley, Hector Rivera, Anthony 
Pimpinello Jr., Giovanni Figueroa, Joseph 
Fabrizio, and Vincent Settineri II. Nine have 
joined the Army; their names are Dakota 
Beck, Brian Esposito, John Sabatino, Alan 
Ngyen, Kierra Law, Darryn Henwood, Ryan 
Madden, Kevin Roberts and Tony Ta. Ten 
have joined the Air Force; their names are 
Dane Urgo, Marvin Smith, Addison Steiger, 
Daniel Flowers, Rebecca Freedman, Alex 
Belii, Carlos Restrepo, Gabrille Swift, Matthew 
Vitalone, and Taylor Dockery. Four have 
joined the Navy; their names are John Weiser, 
Matthew Kapp, Craig Smith and Derek Smith. 
Twelve have joined the New Jersey Army Na-
tional Guard; their names are Ronald Chin, 
Wyatt Cooper, Tyrell Powell, Daniel Szovati, 
Aleshia Morales, Tucker Patten, Jimmy Rodri-
guez, Yaritza Victor, Michael Murphy, Chris-
tian Shinkowitz, Andrew Krevetski and Jona-
than Kellum. All of the 46 seniors will be rec-
ognized at the ‘‘Our Community Salutes of 
South Jersey’’ ceremony to be held during the 
evening of May 30. 

As this month begins many of these young 
men and women will be celebrating their grad-
uation with their fellow classmates. During that 
time their classmates will be preparing to 
move onto college or vocational school life, as 
these men and women begin their training in 
the armed services, beginning a life of service 
and sacrifice, all in the efforts of defending our 
nation and its ideals. 

These young men and women now embark 
on a new chapter in their lives surrounded by 

the uncertainties of the world around them. 
But they should be eased by the knowledge 
that they are going to receive the best training 
available to our Armed Forces as well as the 
unwavering support of this chamber and the 
American people as they meet the challenges 
they may face in defense of our nation. 

I would like to offer my personal thanks to 
these brave young men and women. Their 
sacrifices are the reason why I have the privi-
lege of addressing you in this great chamber 
of the House of Representatives. The freedom 
to debate the issues confronting our nation is 
greatly provided by the sacrifices that these 
new Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines, 
along with those who came before them, have 
fought hard to defend. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the remarkable dedication to our country that 
these young adults have demonstrated by en-
listing in the Armed Forces. May we never for-
get to recognize all those who serve our na-
tion and the courage they have shown volun-
teering to risk their lives in defense of our 
freedoms. All Americans owe them, as well as 
all those who are currently and who have in 
the past served our country, a deep debt of 
gratitude. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO U.S. ARMY 
COLONEL CHANDLER C. (SKIP) 
SHERRELL 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor U.S. Army Colonel Chandler C. 
(Skip) Sherrell, who is retiring after 26 years of 
service to our nation as an Army Aviation Offi-
cer. During his distinguished career, COL 
Sherrell served the nation in peace and war in 
numerous positions of steadily increasing re-
sponsibility. Colonel Sherrell has led soldiers 
in combat, trained soldiers for war, and served 
as an advisor and assistant to the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS), the Chief 
of Staff of the Army (CSA), and as a DoD Fel-
low to the United States Congress. He has 
served his Nation in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Bos-
nia, Germany, and Korea, as well as in de-
manding assignments in the United States. 
His decorations for his service include awards 
for valor. He is an outstanding Army aviator, 
leader, and soldier, and he is deserving of our 
recognition. 

COL Skip Sherrell concluded an outstanding 
career by serving for two years as the Chief 
of Staff of the U.S. Army Aviation & Missile 
Life Cycle Management Command (AMCOM). 
He brought a wealth of expertise in aviation 
operations to the AMCOM Command Group. 
Prior to joining AMCOM, Colonel Sherrell per-
formed one of the most demanding and critical 
assignments of his career, serving as the 
Commander of Task Force (TF) 49. TF 49 
was the Army’s designation for a composite 
Aviation Brigade, formed from many units to 
perform combat operations in Iraq. In twelve 
months of intensive flying in multiple locations 
across Iraq, Colonel Sherrell led TF 49 to 
complete mission success with an impressive 
safety record—an outstanding achievement. 

Colonel Sherrell served in a role that few 
Army officers experience: working as the Dep-

uty Legislative Assistant to the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS). Serving as a 
liaison to Congress as the personal represent-
ative of the CJCS is an important position, but 
more importantly, he also served as a soldier’s 
advocate on Capitol Hill for equipment mod-
ernization and improved systems and protec-
tion. 

Therefore Mr. Speaker, I ask our colleagues 
to join me in honoring COL Chandler C. (Skip) 
Sherrell’s exceptional service, dedication and 
devotion to duty, leadership, and professional 
competency. He exemplifies the fine tradition 
of military service and reflects great credit 
upon himself, the Department of the Army, 
and the United States of America. May he 
know that his nation is greatly appreciative of 
his dedication, and wishes him the best in all 
his future endeavors. 
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REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR. 
WAYNE L. NELSON 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Wayne L. Nel-
son, who died on April 30, 2012. Mr. Nelson 
was a deeply committed environmentalist. 
Throughout his life, he fought tenaciously for 
the protection of Florida’s ecosystems. He al-
ways had a special concern for Lake Okee-
chobee, which is the seventh largest fresh-
water lake in the United States and the largest 
in the State of Florida. Mr. Nelson was widely 
respected by everyone of like mind who knew 
of his love for Florida’s natural resources. 
Younger environmentalists trusted him for his 
knowledge and learned much from his advice. 

An avid angler with a passion for conserva-
tion, Mr. Nelson founded Fishermen Against 
the Destruction of the Environment (FADE) as 
well as Clean Lake Environment and Recre-
ation (CLEAR). Additionally, he was an active 
member of Greenpeace and Public Citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, Wayne Nelson left a fine leg-
acy of caring for our environment and teaching 
younger generations all that he knew. Wher-
ever he went, he spread awareness of the im-
portance of saving the earth, and he will be 
greatly missed by family, friends and everyone 
in the environmental community. My thoughts 
are with Mr. Nelson’s loved ones during this 
most difficult time. 
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HONORING THE AFRICAN AMER-
ICAN EDUCATION TASK FORCE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the African American Education 
Task Force, co-chaired by Mr. Oscar Wright 
and Mrs. Wandra Boyd, for its record of suc-
cess in encouraging and acknowledging aca-
demic achievement by African American youth 
in California’s Oakland Unified School District. 

Today, the African American Education 
Task Force and the Oakland Unified School 
District will celebrate a successful decade of 
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